Board of Finance
February 25, 2010

The Board of Finance held a Public Hearing on Thursday, February 25, 2010 in the
Lecture Hall of the Newtown High School, 12 Berkshire Road, Sandy Hook. John Kortze
called the hearing to order at 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT: John Kortze, James Gaston, Marty Gersten, Joseph Kearney, Harry
Waterbury and Michael Portnoy.

ALSO PRESENT: Approximately 50 members of the public and no press.

Erin Heneghan, 56 Appleblossom Lane spoke in support of the skate park saying the
skaters are dedicated, talented athletes who have no safe, legal place to skate in town to
go.

Tim Ciavara, 111 Head of Meadow Road said the skaters don’t go looking for trouble
but have a bad reputation. He said they needed a legal place to go.

Kyle Robertson, 56 Appleblossom Lane said other sports have their own fields, courts
and facilities but skateboarders don’t have a place to go. It is a growing sport.

Adam Robertson, 56 Appleblossom Lane would like to see a skate park in town
because there are a lot of skateboarders and no place to go in town. They feel left out
without a place to practice.

Dan Toby, 69 Alberts Hill Road, Sandy Hook said skaters like to skate together.
Years ago skaters did drugs but today skaters don’t do drugs. Store owners don't like to
see a group of teenagers skating.

Michael Schlesinger, 19 Saw Mill Ridge Road said it is unfair that other sports have
courts and fields and skaters have to go in the street. Skaters don’t want to get in
trouble. A skate park is needed locally.

Deborra Zukowski, 4 Cornfield Ridge Road said high school is crucial. When her
daughter was in school the system was very good for the very smart but there weren't
enough seats for the average students. We now have the space and need the teachers.
Ms. Zukowski requested that education be emphasized.

Kinga Walsh, 21 Horseshoe Ridge Road doesn’t think Newtown is perceived as a
place to move to for one of the best school systems. The high school is on probation
and the schools are literally falling apart, class sizes are larger than the states average.
She applauded the teachers. How will Newtown reach goals without financial backing,
how can students learn in a dangerous and unhealthy environment, how can teachers
provide high level of education when stripped to the bone? She suggested a stop to
short sighted planning. We will have to pay to reopen a mothballed school and an
HVAC system will have to be put in then, how is that saving money? Another
suggestion is to redistrict the student population to allow for better balance and to
maintain lower class sizes giving the students the best opportunity to learn. The Town
and school system overlaps need to be examined. Private funding should be
considered. The town needs more of a tax base. We are in a crisis situation with many
buildings in disrepair. Maintaining a 10% debt service cap and working toward a goal of
decreasing it to 9% may be a good short term goal but putting of the inevitable is only
creating larger costs down the road. Streamline communication of the budget process
and town decisions. Add questions to the ballot as to why a budget passed or didn't
pass.

Robin Fitzgerald, 24 Old Farm Hill Road said the board should stop treating education
as a commodity. Taxpayers feel unheard and vote yes for a budget they don’t want
because they are fearful it will get worse. It's irresponsible to talk about dollars in
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savings until you know what they will be and how they will be spent. There is a fear of
children being left behind without having a quality education. She quoted articles and
studies found on the internet relative to education and crime saying that quality
education is one of the most effective forms of crime prevention. Also, quality after
school programs is one component proven to keep kids from becoming criminals. A
relationship has been found between unsupervised care afterschool and susceptibility to
cigarette, alcohol and marijuana use, depressed mood, risk taking and lower academic
grades. A recent study found youth that do not spend time in after school activities are
37% more likely to become teen parents. She implored the Board to send the education
budget to the Legislative Council without being cut.

Mark Mockovak, 3 Nelson Lane hopes, as a parent, the Board of Finance doesn’t
touch the Board of Education budget. If they are asking for the money than the money is
needed. He asked the board how often they go to the schools saying he hopes they
spend some time in the schools in order to make decisions.

Julie Luby, 15 Fox Run Road South observed the Board of Education labor over every
line of the budget, removing anything that was non-essential to the school system.
They’'ve sent a bare bones budget. She asked the board to send the budget along as is.
Felicia Delgiudice, 2 Leopard Drive, Sandy Hook supports the school budget and is
unsure how there is talk of cutting the school budget when, at the same time, there is
conversation about extending kindergarten to a full day.

Keith Alexander, 8 Fawnwood Road, Sandy Hook referenced the Newtown Bee
article that used the marriage metaphor. He said it isn’t so much asking a husband or
wife to buy something less but more like asking your kids to go out and work to buy a
pair of shoes if you take money from the education budget. He supports the Board of
Education budget.

The Public Hearing was adjourned at 7:37pm
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

ADJOURNMENT:
The Board of Finance adjourned the Public Hearing at 7:37 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Accopn Wik

Susan Marcinek, Clerk

Att. A: Newtown Skate Park handout
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